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Legislators to fight raises

(xold Squad

tunes up
Members of Downstate's Gold

$2 250 hikes
proposed for
state lawmakers
By Joe Rogalsky
Delaware State News

DOVER — Last year, pro
posed legislative pay increases
dominated the General Assem-

disring the session’s final days.

A group of legislators went
public Wednesday with Lheir
opposition o the $2.250 pay
raise lawrmnakers are slated lo
receive when fiscal year 2007
starts July 1.

Lawmakers are earning a
base salary of $40,500 this year,

Their annual session will
end in the early-morning hours
of July 1. )

writes the state's operaling
budget, to remove the incTeas-
gs before the full General
Assembly votes on the spend-
ing plan next week.

The hike is derived from the
same formula governing all
state workers, but legislatars
opposed ta higher pay said they
did not feel comfortable with
the size of he increase,

eral Assembly salaries, three
members opposed the hikes —
Sen. Steven H. Amick, R-Glas-
gow; Sen. Catherine L. Cloutier,
R-Wilmingion; and Rep.
Stephanie A. Ulbrich, R-
Mewark.

“This iz not going to be just a
minor issue as we get to the
end of session.” Rep. Ulbrich
said.

&t this year.”

The increase would give
lawmakers a 5.5 percenl raise,
which comes on top of the 3
percent raise they received last
year,

That increase came al the
recommendations of the
Delaware Compensation Com-
mission, which every four years
suggesis salaries for legislators,
elected state officials, the judici-
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Sen. Cloutier said she plans Lo
bring up the raise issue again
when the JFC meets this momn-
ing to hash out final details af
the fiscal 2007 operating budget.

If & majority of the commitiee
feels the raises are appropriate,
she said, she will ask them to al
least allow the raises 1o be voted
on in a bill separate from the rest

their pay wouid iag, causing the
compensalion commission o
suggest bhigger percentage
increases when il meets again in
2009,

“There was an uproar lasl
year over the compensation

commission's  recommenda-
tions,” said Rep. Peter C.
Schwartzkopl, D-Rehoboth
Beach.

“If we turn around and do nol
keep pade with the state
employees, then there will be
even more uproar the next time
the commission makes recom-

mendations  hecause our
salaries will nol have increased.
“If we keep pace with state
employees, there should not be
a reasaon for the commission o

recommend large raises,”

Unlike the other two money
hills the legislaiure will consider
nexl week that require & three
quarters majority to pass, the
operating budgel bill needs a
simple majority in each cham-
ber.

Amendments are virtually
never proposed and are

ra also unveiled legislation
Wednesday that would require
the legislative pay raises to be in
a bill separate from the rest of
the operating budget beginning
nExt year.

The measure also would end
the praclice of the compensa-
tion commission review of Gen-
eral Assembly salaries every four
years.

“it's time 1o play games and
the children have found the toy
box," said Senate Majorily
Leader Sen. Harris B, McDowsell,
D-Wilmington. S
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