Airport noise monitor in wrong place

Thank you, News Journal,
for providing the Democratic
response for their lack of lead-

ership and ac-

DELAWARE tion regarding
VOICE activities at the
Philadelphia

ROBERT airport. 1 detest
HURST the polariza-

tion - of this
issue, but we are entering an
election year.

The noise monitor that will
be installed in Bonsall Park
will not provide accurate read-
ings or a representative indica-
tion of the guality-of-life issues
faced by the residents of
Brandywine Hundred regard-
ing the airspace redesign or ca-
pacity expansion plan. The
Bonsall Park location is not on
the inbound flight path to the
Philadelphia airport. Bonsall
Park is approximately a half
nautical mile from the in-
bound flight path. so the data
collected will be buffered by
distance and traffic noise from
Silverside Road.

Had the Federal Aviation
Administration, airport or our
elected officials really wanted
to gather precise data, they
would locate the monitor in
Bechtel Park, Talley Middle
School, or at the corner of

Foulk and Naamans roads.

This is a political move engl-
neered by Senators Thomas
Carper and Joseph Biden to lo-
cate the monitor in the only
Brandywine Hundred district
represented by one of their
party members.

There are 13 parties, includ-
ing Delaware County, Pa., and
the State of Connecticut that
have filed suit against the FAA
regarding airspace redesign.

Had not state Sen. Cathy
Cloutier organized residents in
her district to petition the
Third Circuit Court, the resi-
dents of Brandywine Hundred
woulld forfeit our rights and in-
crease our exposure to more
than 650,000 annual aircraft op-
erations flying over our homes.

The State of Delaware and
MNew Castle County failed to
take any action within the 60-
day time frame following the
FAA's record of decision Sept.
5. Since Delaware County, Pa.,
filed suit, New Castle County
should have joined the case.

Because of our county gov-
ernment’s inaction, the private
action was necessary to ensure
that Brandywine Hundred iz
represented in proceedings.

The number of planes and
their low altitude affect multi-

ple facets of our lives in
Brandywine Hundred. Health
concerns relating to the
amount of pollution generated
by these operations, the noise
level that low-altitude planes
produce and depressed property
values are a few of the issnes in
onur community.

Bobert Hurst lives in Wilmington.

Delaware Voice
columns invited

If you have special knowledge or
insight about a particular ssue
affecting Delaware and wish to
wiite a Delaware Voice column,
submit it to editorial page editor
John Sweeney at The News Jour-
nal, 950 W. Basin Road, New
Castle, DE 19720.

Or fax 324-2595 or e-mail let-
tersi@delawareonline.com.
Delaware Volce columns should
be approximately 700 words —
about two and a half, double-
spaced typewritien pages.
Letters to the editor, columns and
articles submitted to The News
Journal may be published or dis-
tributed in print, electronic or
other forms.




